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which he attributed to the Emperor's avarice.1 The soldie were furious. They indignantly refused to remain in a count: where there were no decent winter quarters, where provisio would certainly run short, and where they would be continual harassed by an enemy far better able to bear the rigours the winter than themselves. They broke out into open insurrc tion, and announced their intention of deposing Maurice and taking as their ruler either Theodosius, Maurice's eldest a< and already for several years his associate in the Empire, < in default of him, the Patrician G-ermanus, whose daughl Theodosius had married. Then they elected as their command the centurion Phocas, and under his leadership marched once on Constantinople.
In this supreme crisis of his fate Maurice displayed neitli dignity, ability, nor vigour. As some excuse, indeed, it may pleaded that his physical health was shattered and his mi' was distraught with superstitious fears. The prophecies of 1 violent end had alarmed him, and his refusal to redeem t Avar captives weighed heavily on his conscience. Alreat' before the revolt, he had sent to all the patriarchs, bishoj principal monks and solitaries of his Empire presents of mom candles, and incense, together with a written request tl; prayers should be offered that he might be punished for his m in this life and not in the life to come. One night he himsi had a vision. He dreamt that he was standing amid a crowd people near the statue of the Saviour, at the brazen gate of t palace, when a voice issued from the image of the great Of Jesus Christ, crying, " Bring Maurice forth!J) The minisU of judgment dragged him forward, and the awful voice su " Where wilt thou that I requite thee, here or in the world come ?" " 0 Lover of men," replied the Emperor, " 0 I/ and righteous Judge, punish me here, and not in the world come/' Then the Divine voice commanded that Maurice, \vi his wife Constantina, his children, and all his kin should delivered to Phocas the soldier. When the Emperor awoke* inquired who Phocas was, and was informed that a person that name had recently been made procurator by the army, H that he was an agitator against the Government. "What ki
1 See his speech, Theophylact Hist. viii. 7.    Joh. Diac. Vita iv. 10 t Maurice " cupidissimus ac tenacissimus imperator " (cf. ibid. iv. 19).